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178 PROCEEDINGS OF THE
MAINE
Woman Suffrage Association
The Maine Woman Suffrage Association has begun upon a small
scale a plan of state-wide agitation and organization.
A Congressional Conference was held with Mrs. Catt as the principal
speaker. For the first time the present generation of workers came into
personal touch with the policies of the National and it proved most
valuable.
Later the organizer, Mrs. Augusta C. Hugheston, came to the State.
She visited every county, brought the question of suffrage for the first
time to many, formed new leagues, and gave new life to existing or
ganizations.
The Legislative Chairman sent out several hundred letters to candi
dates for the primaries asking where each stood regarding suffrage legis
lation. These replies have been tabulated.
This summer the association had booths at the State Exposition and
the leading county fairs.
In Portland, the suffrage centre of the state, the two suffrage societies
have recently united and formed a strong league.
Respectfully submitted,
Margaret J. Worcester, Corresponding Secretary.
MARYLAND
Equal Suffrage League of Baltimore
The Maryland Legislature was in session during the past winter and
a bill for full suffrage was introduced by the three suffrage leagues of
the state working jointly through the Suffrage Party. Although defeated
in the House, the bill passed the Senate by a majority vote of seventeen
to seven, thus making a better showing than in any past Legislature.
Our league was largely instrumental in getting a bill through this
Legislature changing an inheritance law of the state which was very
unfair to the widow of an intestate husband. Whereas, previously to the
passage of the bill, a wife received at the most one-seventh of the real
estate of her husband if he died intestate, she now receives the same
share as of personal property. -
After the St. Louis convention our league interviewed many of the
Democratic leaders of the state to ascertain why the delegation had voted
solidly against the suffrage plank, and to find what was their attitude to
wards suffrage now since planks had been put in both party platforms.
After these interviews we concluded that the St. Louis vote was the work
of a few leaders who have always opposed suffrage, that we had some
